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From the Christian Examiner. 


EXAMINATION OF A NOTE BY DR, BEECHER. 


The Government of God desirable. 4 Sermon 
delivered ut Newark, N. J., October, 1808, 
during the Session of the Sy nod of New- York: 
and New Jersey. By Lyman Beecher, A.M. 
Pastor of the Ci urch of Christ i in East Hamp- 

“ton, Long Island. Seventh Edition, Boston, 
T. R. Marvin, 1827. 8vo. pp. 27. 


We take up this Sermon with no disposition 
to remark upon its general character, ‘or to 
eonnect with it any discussion of its leading 
positions. The author must creditably explain 
certain extraordinary statements he has inci- 
dentally made in the pamphlet, before we can 
accept his services as a religious teacher, or 
with cheerfulness hold any ‘controversy with 
him whatever. The statements to which we 
yefer, are contained in a note which expressly 
disclaims to have been written in ignorance, or 
without examination, and which, if it were not 
so written, must leave a deep stain upon the 
eharaéter of its author. It is as follows: 


‘Tam aware that Calvinists are represented as be- 
lieving, and teaching, the monstrous doctrine that in- 
fants are damned, and that hell is doubtless paved with 
their bones. But having passed the age of fifty, and 
been conversant for thirty years with the most approy- 
ed Calvinistic writers, and personally acquainted with 
many of the most distinguished Calvinistic divines in 
New-England, and in the ‘middle and southern and 
western States, I must say, that I have never seen nor 
heard of any book which contained such a sentiment, 
nor a man, minister, or layman, who believed or taught 
it. AndI feel authorised to say, that Calvinists, as 2 
body, are as far from teaching the doctrine of infant 
damnation, as any of those who falsely accuse them,— 
And I would earnestly and affectionately recommend 
to all persons, who have been accustomed to propagate 
this slander, that they commit to memory, without de- 
lay, the ninth commandment, which is, ‘‘Thou shalt not 
bear false-witness against thy neighbor.’’ p. 15. note 


Such is the statement of Dr. Beecher, made 
as the resuit of an examination continued for 
years. We shall now adduce our authority for 
asserting, that, notwithstanding this formal, and 
considering all circumstances, this solemn dis- 
-avowa¥and denial, the doctrine of infant dam- 
nation has been expressly maintained by leading 
Calvinists, and 1s connected with essential, vital 
pringiples of the Calvinistic system. 

We begin with Calvin himself. It would 
hardly be thought sufficiently to the purpose to 
quote passages waich merely ehow. that he re- 
garded ‘the whole human race’ as subjected 
to the ‘horrible vengeance of God,’ in conse- 
quence of Adam’s sin and before any actual 
sin of their own, even though mo express ex- 
ception should ‘be made in favor of infants.— 
But what will be said to such language as fol- 
lows? 

‘ We all, therefore, who spring from an impure seed, 
are born infected with the contagion of sin; nay, before 
‘we behold the light of Ife, we are in the sight of God 
polluted and defiled.’ _‘ The saying of Paul, tbat ‘all 
are ‘by nature the children of wrath,’? can mean noth- 
ang but that they are accursed trom the very womb."— 


© And so INFANTS fHEMSELVES, as they bring their 
DAMNATION with them from thei¢ mothers’ womb, are 
bound, not by the sin of another, but their own. For 
although they have not yet produced the fruits of their 
iniquity, they have the seed of it inclosed within them; 
nay, their whole nature is, as it were, a ceed of sin; so 
that it cannot but be odious and aboinmable.to God,’* 


‘ The scripture proclaims that all human beings were | 


in the person of one man giyen oyer to eternal death. 
How has it happened that the fall of Adam has involv- 
ed so many nations with their infant children in eter- 
nal death, but because it so seemed good in the sight of 
God?’—‘ It is a°*dreadful decree, I confess.’ 


In soventien work Calvin takes it even indig- 
nantly that he should be supposed to entertain 
any other opinion than that which, in the name 
of his school, his modern disciple so imprudent- 
ly disavows. 


‘ As if I denied,’ says he,‘ that the whole race of 
Adam was by nature under a curse, so that even infants 
before being born to light are exposed to eternal 
death!’ 

Will Dr, Beecher tell us that he has ‘ pas- 
sed the age of fifty, and been conversant for 
thirty years with the most approved Calvinis- 
tic writers,’ but has ‘ never seen nor heard’ of 
the writings of Calvin himself ? 


But to proceed; one small class of infants, 
Calvin, in several places in his writings, done 
seem, at first view, to exempt from the unutter- 
able torments which are to be inflicted upon 
the rest. They are the children of the elect, 
of the saints, of believers. In his form of Bap- 
tism for the use of the Genevan Church, he 
says ; 

* Our best and most benignant God, not content to 
have adopted us as his children, and to have admitted 
us to the communion of his church, has been pleased 
to extend still further his benignity towards us; promis- 
ing us that he would be both our God, and truly also 
the God of our race and posterity, even to the thou- 
sandth generation. Wherefore, though thechildren of 
the faithful are of the corrupt stock and race of Adam, 
he nevertheless admits them to himself on account of 
the covenant-entered into with their parents, and holds 
and numbers them for his children. And for this cause 
even from the commencement of the rising church he 
ordained that infants should receive the mark of cir- 
eumcision, by which mark was then signified and shown 
forth all those things which now are designed in bap- 
tism.’ 

In his commentary on 1 Cor, vii. 14, he an- 
swers the question, how the children of a be- 
lieving parent can be called holy, as they are 
by St. Paul, in consistency with the fact of 
their total depravity by nature. _He says ; 


*Calvin. Institut. Lib. T.cap.ii, §8. The same words are 
repeated in Lib. IV. c. xv. § 10. with this introduction, 
© It has been already maintained,’ he says, ‘that origi- 

nal sin is the pravity and corruption of our nature, 
which first exposes usto God’s wrath, and then produces 
in us those works in scripture called works of the fiesh. 
‘Thus, being in every part of our nature vitiated and per- 
yerse, we are, on account of such corrupiion only, de- 
servedly condemned (damnati) and held convicted be- 
fore God, with whom nothing is accepted bui righte- 
ousness, innocence, purity. And flhus eyen INFANTS 
THEMSELVES, &¢C,’-—as above. 


‘ The state of nature is alike isalls so that’all are ex. 
posed to sin and eternal death. © As’ to the special 
privilege which the apostle here ascribes to the child- 
ren of the faithful, it hows from the benefit of the cove- 
nant, by the supervention of which the curse ‘of our na- 
ture isdone away, and they who were profane by na- 
ture are consecrated to God. by grace. Hence, St. 
Paul, Rom. xi. 16, argues that the whole race of Abra- 
ham was holy; because God had entered into a‘cove- 
nant of life with him; ‘if the root be holy,’ he says, 
“then are the branches holy.’’ And he calls all the 
descendants of Israel sons of God. Now, the partition 
wall being broken down, the same covenant of salva- 
tion which was entered into with the seed of Abraham, 
js extended in common to us. But if the children of 
believers are exempted from the commun fate of the 
human race to be separated to the Lord, why should 
we prohibit them from the sign? If the Lord admits 
them by his word into his church, why should we deny 
them the sign?’ 

Here certainly, if there be no double mean- 
ing in the words, there seems to be a gleam of 
comfort. The children of the saints-are safe. 
They will escape from the utter wretchedness, 
to which the most of us are destined, into the 
gloom of a Calvinistic heaven. So the great 
master seems to have been understood by some 
of his followers, and those among the most cis- 
tinguished. Grotius had represented it. az the 
doctrine of Calvin, that from the breast of the 
same christian mother, one child was conveyed 
to heaven and another to hell. » His opponent, 
Rivet, angrily replied to this statement, and 
maintained that Calvin and Calvinists in gen- 
eral, taught that the infants of belicyers, dying 
before they were capable of any mora! act, 
wore saved, 

This then was the doctrine of Rivet. But 
what was that of Calvin? When we look again 
at the passages quoted, and we believe there 
are no stronger ones to be produced, we find 
that the infants of believers are put on no bet- _ 
ter ground than the infants of the Jews, or ra- 
ther than all Jews, during the whole period of 
their history, till their final retection. ‘This a- 
lone is startling and may check our exultation 
at the measure of Ged’s mercy, which seemed 
to be dealt out by Calvin. But further; what 
is the fact of the doctrine of Rivet, when clear- 
ly and fully stated? It is that of hereditary 
succession to the aristocracy of saints, of the 
continual transmission of the privilege of elec- 
tion by birthright; of the being born an heir of 
salvation in virtue of natural descent. When 
thus stated the doctrine cannot be believed by 
any one. It is too gross and too inconsistent 
with obvious facts What then was Calvin’s 
opinion? It is not that, we answer, which has 
been inferred: from such words as we have 
quoted. He held a doctrine very similar to the 
do@trine of double justification maintained by 
the famous Arminian, John Taylor. The holi- 
aess which he ascribed to the infants of be- 
lievers, was not that sanctification which is es- 
sential to salvation. At the end ofthe passage 

last quoted, he refers us to the tenth and 
sleventh chapters of Romans and his remarks 
upon them, for an explanation of the manner, 
how it is that ‘when the children of pious men 
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are holy, still many of them 7.” Idle 
The remarks to which he particularly refers| ness is productive of feebleness of body, and 
are found in his comment upon Roman xi 22.|imbecility of mind, while labor, both mental 
In order to explain this verse consistently with|and corporeal produces vigor and intellect, 
the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints, | health of body and worthiness, of character.— 
he distinguishes between the outward calling| Labor is necessary to excellence. “No man 
and election of a nation or a body of men, and|ever arrived at eminence of reputation, or 
the special election and effectual calling of in-| greatness of condition, or affluence of cireum- 
dividuals, . He then proceeds: stances, who was guilty of indolence and idle- 
ness. 


Le 48, iow ce #2. we 
‘are degencrate.’|try, may possess, but he cannot enjoy.” Idle- 


‘ But if a question be eaised concerning individuals, 
how any one can be cut off after being grafted in, or 
how, after being cut off, he can be again grafted in, 
you must understand that there are threc kinds of en- 
grafting in and two of cutting off. The children of be- 
lievers, who are entitled to the promise of the covenant 
made with their fathers, are grafted in. Those who 
receive in themselves the seed of the gospel, which 
having no root is choked before it bear fruit, are graft- 

_edin. And in the third place, the elect are grafted in; 
those who through the immutable counsel of God are 
enlightened to eternal life. The first are cut off when 
they reject the promise given to the fathers, or other- 
wise when through their ingratitude they do not receive 
it. The second when the seed dries up and is cor- 


“Time,” according to the American 
Bacon, “is money.”? An Italian philosopher, 
speaking of this subject, has said that time was 
his estate.” It is indeed an estate, that well 
employed, will amply reward the labors of its 
owner. How culpable, then, must they be, 
who voluntarily squander away their time in 
fashionable follies and vices! Roused by a 
flow of factitious spirits, they sally forth among 
their comrades, and spend their lives in those 
beastly pleasures of intoxication and gluttony, 
by which the table and the bottle, flatter and 
seduce; and batter their constitutions by ex- 
cess, or sap them with inactivity before they 
have reached the mid way of their existence! 
“The way of the transgressor is hard.” If we 


mupted ask the people, who thus ruin their lives aid 

It is clear that Calvin did not believe the sort| fortunes in a perpetual routine of dissipation 
of holiness which he ascribes to the infants of}whether their ways are ways of pleasantness, 
believers, to be such as in itself affords any|and all their paths are peace, they will an- 
hope of their salvation. swer that they are far from peace of mind se- 

A little before the passage last quoted, hé|renity of temper, or happiness of condition.— 
states as he always does, the doctrine of Cal-| They are utter strangers to that peace which 
vinistic predestination in such a manner, as to|arises from heavenly wisdom, and which it is 
apply it equally to the salvation and ruin of in-|out of the power of the things of the world 
fants, whether those of believers or not, as ofall | either to give or take away. The employment 
others. Elis whole commentary on the ninth] of our power and faculties in some occupations 
chapter of Romans, irom the sixth to the twen-| which will prove serviceable to ourselves and 
ty-third verse, is worth reading by such as may | others, is of absolute necessity to a proper ful- 
have any doubt concerning his views on this| filment of the duties of the present state of ex- 
subject. We shall quote only a short passage|istence. There is no pleasure on earth so 
in which he remarks upon the distinction made | grateful to the ‘feelings, as the communication 
between Jacob and Esau, ‘ the children being | of happiness to others, whether by the means 


not yet born, neither having done any good 
or evil,’ 

‘ That depravity alone which is spread through the 
human race, before it shows itself in action, is sufficient 
for damnation. -Whence it follows that Esau was de- 
servedly rejected, because he was by nature a child of 
wrath. But that no doubt whatever might remain 
whether his condition were not the worse through re- 
spect to some fault or vice, it was useful to exclude sins 
as well as virtues; [i, e. to state that the children had 
dove neither good nor evil.] It isindeed true that the 
proximate cause of reprobation is.this, that we are all 
under a curse in Adam.” 

(To be Continued.) 
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ON SLOTH, 
“By much slothfulness the building decayeth, and 


of bodily or mental exertions. From this god- 
like pleasure, however, they must certainly be 
debarred, who, insensible to the tender sympa- 
thies of our nature, suffer their existence to 
slide away in a constant course of self-indul- 
gence, and riot in all the luxuries of their afflu- 
ent circumstances.—They are dead to all the 
purposes of human life. They die unblest and 
unhonored, who might have left a sadly pleas- 
ing name behind them, a name still to be utter- 
ed witha sigh! 


Infatuate impious epicures, to waste 
The stores of pleasure, cheerfulness and health, 


Infatuate all, who make delight their trade, 
And coy perdition, every hour pursue! 


J. F. M. 


Batrour’s System Expropep!! 


through idleness of the hands, the house droppeth The following is from The Christian Watchman, 


through.” —EccLesiastes, 


Of all the faults in society, that of Idle- 
ness is the most deplorable. It is the parent 
of most vices. If a man be idle, he will 
not long remain innocent. There are few 
people, who have so absolute command over 
themselves, as.to be idle and, at the same ti 
he free from crime. 
cious Franklin, ‘‘consumes more than labor 
wears, while the used key is always bright.” 
He, that having ne ic 
his mind, 
edly injure himself and his connexions, 
sink into dissipation and all manner of vice,— 
“He,” says Blair, 


7 


“Sloth,” says the saga-| 


(<4 ; - - : s : 
whois a stranger to indus-|lig no real being, called Satan. 


the Baptist Paper in this city. The reader 
will observe that the fact which satisfies our 
Baptist brother that My. Balfour's explanation 
is ridiculaus, is the use of the singular verb and 
pronoun wm @ figurative sentence, instead of the 


plural. 


“Mr. Balfour’s Opinion of the Devil carried out. 


Mr. Marvin, of this city, has pubtished a 
pamphlet with this title, consisting of pieces, 
under the signature of Malhetes, which were 


neglected the cultivation of| first published inthe Christian Magazine. The 
allows himself to be idle, will assur-| writer’s object is to show into what confusion 
atid | and nonsense, many passages would be throvn, 


were Mr. Balfour’s theory adopted, that there 
Mr. B. con- 


Sis aca rm Bee 
tends tha’ _ Satan and adversary mean the same 


thing. Mathetes, to show the absurdity of Mr. 
B.’s translation, applies it in many instances, 
to the manner in which we must, on his theory, 
read the sacred text. The following, is a spe- 


cimen:— 


‘©The first passage in the New Testament 
to which I shal! apply Mr. B.’s translation, is, 
Luke xxii. -31,; 32. “And the Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you as. wheat: But I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 
Here Mr. B. says the Jews were the Satan al- 
luded to by our Lord. His words are these: 
(p. 100,) “In Psalm cix. and other places in 
Sec. 3, we have seen that the unbelieving 
Jews were called a Satan or adversary to our 
Lord. Here-they showed themselves so by 
sifting Peter as wheat, for their opposition was 
chiefl- against the Savieur.”? To have the 
true sense of the passage, then, we must read 
it in the following manner: ‘And the Lord 
said, Simon, Simon, behold, ‘ the unbelieving 
Jews’ HATH desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art con- 
verted strengthen thy brethren.’ ” 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


Exper Corre, an account of whose conver- 
sion to the truth was published in our paper 
of week before last, has forwarded tethe Edi- 
tor the following letter which he requests us to 
insert in the columns of the Intelligencer. In 
complying with his request we cannot for- 
bear to remark, that such unchristian treat- ; 
ment as he professes to have received in his 
misfortunes from his Free-wil] Baptist brethren, 
we think was enough to bring him to inquire, 
whether that doctrine could be true which pro- 
duces effects to little resembling the benevo- 
lence that characterized both the principles 
and the conduct of Jesus? It always take 
something to prodace reflection preparatory to 
a renvacation of error, and different. means 
frequently lave this desirable effect. As El- 
der Colley has, as we trust, now found the 
truth, we hope he willalso find more christian 
charity and benevolence among those who are 
united with him in the bonds of a commou 
faith. 


Evoer Cotcey’s Lerrer to tur Epitror. 


Gray, Me. Dec. 1827. 
Mr. Editor,—As I have recently, after muck 
prayer to God and a faithful examination of his 
word, been constrained to change my views, in 
some respects, and to withdraw from the Free- 


twill Baptist connexion, { deem if my duty to 


make a statement to the public of the histery 
of my connexion with that people, of the man- . 
ner in which TF have been treated by them and 
of the causes which have ‘led me to withdraw 
from their church. : ; 

This therefore is to notify tie public) firsty. 
that on the 4th day of November, 1822, FE with- 
drew from the church in Gray and N. Glouces- 
ter, called Free-will Baptist, and no longer 
consider myself as belonging to that church. 

It is eighteen years, or was, on the 4th inst. 
since I joined that connexion, and about twelve 
or fourteen years, previous to my withdrawal, 
that [ Jabored with them as a preacher, sin- 
cerely endeavoring to preach, and to do for 
them, according to the best gift that was with- 
in me. I was brought up a mechanic, and, 


ever since [obtained my trade as such, have 
jabored in it more or less, and when I was cal- 
led from home to attend meetings or funerals, 
&e. as I was so necessitated, I had to make up 
the time in working the harder, so as not to 
burden my brethren. This I continued to do 
until I broke my constitution and became so 
far reduced in health as not to be able to la- 
bor at my trade more than half of the time. I 
have travelled at times over seventy miles, and 
been absent fourteen days, spent.a number of 
doliars and preached as often as I could during 
my absence and returned home without any 
other earthly reward than the satisfaction of 
seeing the people and receiving the invitation 
to come again, with the hope that “the Lord 
will bless you.” Hf indeed the Lord had not 
blessed me more than my brethren have, I 
must have returned without any blessing; for 
my body was not blessed by them with clothes, 
nor my horse with shoes. Though my health 
and circumstances were such as would seem to 
Jay claim to the christian assistance of my 
brethren, yet during the whole time I was with 
them they never so much as made a contribu- 
tion for me.—As nearly as I can judge, I have 
mever received twenty-five dollars from them 
in all my life. For six or seven years past I 
have itot been able to labor but a very little.— 
Three or four months ata time I have been 
confined by sickness to my house under such 
circumstances that 1 must have suffered had it 
not been, for Capt. John Farr and wife, who 
are not professors.of religion, to whose kind- 
ness I would bear this public testimony. Dur- 
ing all this time, and in all these afflictions, not 
-one of my brethren came to see me or to in- 
quire into my circumstances that they might 
ascertain whether I was in need of their aid.— 
Iwas poor and in debt. They knew it, but 
came not to assist me. And even-those of 
them who were indebted to me never offered 
to pay me or grant me any means of relief. 

It is painful to state these things; but these 
among others led me to think of self-willers in- 
stead of Free-wiilers, and the more I thought of 
them the more did I conclude that they were 
not what they professed to be,—for real chris- 
tians are not only willing but desirous to “help 
a brother in his need,” and. show by deeds of 
charity and kindness, especially to those who 
have labored with them in love, the genuine- 
ness and value of the religion they profess. I 
have been abused, or at least, severely censur- 
ed by some of them for having any fellowship 
with Universalists,-—-i. e. so far as to go and 
hear them preach once or twice or to have 
them come to my house,—as if it were criminal 
fo hear a discourse from a minister of another 
order, o to entertain them with common hos- 
pitality! But for this | have had to bear the 
same of Universalist—a name which £ am now 
willing to bear, nor do [think ‘it by any means 
a disgrace. After some of my brethren gave 
me the name, f was led to look into the Serip- 
tures and to search more faithfully for myself; 
and to my astonishment I found enough to sup- 
port the doctrine to my satisfaction, while, be- 
fore, my efforts were chiefly directed to find 
weapons with which to fight against the Uni- 
versalists. May the Lord-and they pardon me 
for the same. James Courey, Jr. 


<x + axe 
Sf The first Universalist Society in Utica, 


N.Y. propose erecting a House for public 
Worship during the ensuing season. 


_ UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


THE CARRIER’S ADDRESS 
TO THE PATRONS OF THB 


Cniversalist Magasine. 


January 1, 1828. 


or OGGo1-- 
Once more, my kind Patrons, his weekly round 
plodding, 
With his bundle as us’al well stor’d with good 
cheer, 
Your old humble servant, your kindness fore- 
boding, 


Comes, this morning, to wish you a “Happy 
New Year.” tae AONE 

So frequent and pleasant, have been our past 
meetings, 3 

Since the last fleeting year was auspiciously 
borne, 

That I cannot but hope Sirs, tho’ humble my 
greeting, 

It will meet from your worships, a kindly return, 

The old year that has_ past, like his kind pre- 
decessor, 

Was a generous, faithful, and warm hearted 
friend, ‘ 

But alas! he’s departed, and his young successor, 

It is fear’d in a Twelve Month, must too meet 
his end. 


Most certain it is, let who will centradict it, 

His friendship for us, has been steadfast and 
true; 

In our cause he has _labour’d, with zeal unaf- 
fected, ; 

And has charg’d his young son, the same course 
to pursue. 


Though zealots and bigots have charg’d him 
with madness, 

And declar’d him deficient in hearing and sight, 

He has given to thousands, the spirit of gladness, 


And brought them from darkness. to regions of 


light. 

But the reason, we guess, why they treated him 
rudely, 

Was because he refus’d to be dup’d by their 
creeds; : 

For they, trom his conduct, suspected him 
shrewdly, 

Of not being with their vague notions agreed. 


On his old predecessors, that fill’d their huge 
coffers, _ 

And to build up their churches, devoted their 
days, 

Who never refus’d, their best homage to offer 

To the priesthood, they lavish their honors and 
praise. 

Poor souls! we well know, they have cause for 
their anger, 

That the bright ravs of truth should expose 
their false creed. * 

For to hear the dread cry rais’d, “Our craft is 
in danger,”? : 

After so much expense, is provoking indeed. 


But though they indulge in such loud lamenta- 
tion, 

And fer their lost wealth, utter many a groan, 
They surely have left them, one good consola- 
tion, 
The millions they’re losing, are none of their 

own, 
And now my kind Patrons permit me to tell ye, 
Though I give vou no great information, I ween, 
It is my sage opinion, whatever yours may be, 


j The last was the best year, that ever was see). 
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For this, I could offer you many wise reasons, 
Although, to be brief, [ shall give you but two, 
Yet those two, I fancy will be very good ones, 
And { doubt not, that you will acknowledge 
them true. 


In the first place, no year has preceded the last 
one 

That has so much encourag’d the friends of free 
grace; 

Or so firmly establish’d the hope of Salvation, 

A hope, that embraces the whole human race, 


Though blind superstition, with efforts unceasing 
Has labor’d her ancient dominion to gain, 
Our numbers, and graces, and temples increas- 
ing, : ies 
Cannot fail to teach her, she labors in vain. 
And Second, as ‘ Ey’ry generation grows wiser,’ 
And wiser, I think I may fairly conclude 
They grow better, and though, I’m. no great 
sermonizer, : 
You’ll acknowledge my reasons, substantially 
good. ; 


And now as the clear light of truth, thus pro- 
gressing, 

Enlightens the earth,with the brightness of day, 

Both tyrants and priests of their power dispos- 
sessing, 

The darkness of error must soon pass away. 

I think then, with safety, I form the conclusion, 

Though the death of the last, I sincerely regret, 

We may fondly expect, without fear of delusion, 

If we live, to see many much better years yet. 

And now my respects to our patrons I offer, 

For myself, and the Printer and Editors too, 

And my hearty good wishes, I lkewise will 
proffer, 

And thus tender you all that I have to bestow. 

5 THE CARRIER. 


Married in this City. 


By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Robert Evans to 
Mrs. Sarah Swift. Mr. Asa B- W. Hamilton 
to Miss Eliza Rand. Mr: Wm. R. Bell to 
Miss Phebe A. Clouse. _ Mr. Samuel Tuttle 
to Miss Lucy Barrett. 

By Rev. H. Ballou, Wm. Ingalls, M.D. 
to Miss Alice, daughter of Maj. John Brazer. 

On New Year’s evening, by Rev. Dr. Beecher, 
Mr. Thomas C. Cushing, printer, of Boston, 
to Miss Betsey R. Kittredge of Tewkesbury, 


| Mass. 


Died wm this Criy. 


Mr. Edmund Weeks, aged 53. Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Whitmore, aged 80... Mr. William Wor- 
cester, jr. aged 22,. Mr. Thoinas Steward, ag- 
ed 30. Mrs. Mary Perry, aged 63, 

In Marlboro’, Mss. Mrs. Dolly Howe, aged 
86. Mr. Robert Hunter, aged 75. An affec- 
tionate husband, kind parent, obliging neigh- 
bor, useful and respected citizen. Also, 

On the 13th ult. Mr. Aaron Felton, aged 40 
years, leaving a wife and five children to mourn 
his loss. Dark and mysterious are the ways of 
Providence, in inflicting so long and painful a 
sickness; cutting off an industrious citizen, ap- 
parently in the midst of his usefulness. Yet 
he appeared reconciled to his situation, as 


‘much as is consistent with human nature, while 


afflicted with such excruciating pain; and fully 
confirmed in the belief that he should join the 
whole, family .of the ransomed of the Lord in 
enjoying pleasures forevermore. 


For the Universalist Mazazine. 


STUPID CREDULITY. 


Messrs. Editors,—Through the medium of 
your paper, I should like to relate the follow- 
ing circumstance, in'order to show the credul- 
ity, ignorance and superstition, which exist 
even in this enlightened age. | Being ona visit 
at a-town about thirty miles distant from this 
eity, I accidentally met with the pamphlet 
which you will receive with this, and which, if 
you please, you are at liberty to republish in 
your Magazine. Curiosity induced me to pe- 
ruse it, after which, inquiry was made, whence 
it came, and the following information was 
communicated to me on the subject. In a 
neighboring parish a great excitement, or in 
other words a great revival and awakening had 
taken place, and during this. revival an old 
copy of the one sent you, was accidentally 
met with, and such was the fanaticism and big- 
otry that possessed the minds of those under 
the influence of this awakening, that a printer 
was called upon and employed to republish 
fifty copies of the work, and the one I send you 
is of that number. For what object they were 
republished, I will leave for your several read- 
ers to judge for themselves. What has been 
stated in relation to this affair, is a matter of 
fact, although it would not be surprising’ if it 
should be doubted, that in this enlightened 
age, such was the bigotry and superstition, in 
what is called Christian and Religious Society 
in the year 1827. It serves stronger to prove 
in my own mind the bad effects of the revivals 
and awakenings, which distract and destroy 
society at the present time. If this should 
meet the eye of any of those, that are so zeal- 
ously engaged in correcting the Heathen, 
would it not be well forthem, to ask themselves 
if there are not very many in our own country, 
who are in grosser darkness than the Heathen; 
if so, let them approve and apply the old maxim 
that “‘Charity begins at home.” By inserting 
this communication, together with the pamphlet 
you will oblige one of your SUBSCRIBERS, 


THE PAMPHLET. 

Copy of a Letter, said to have -been wriilen by 
our Blessed Lord and Saviowr, Jesus Chirist; 
found under a great slone, sixty-five years after 
his Crucifixion. 

And found eighteen miles from Icontum, Six- 
ty Five years after our Blessed Saviour’s Cru- 
cifiction, transmitted from the Holy City by a 
conyerted Jew; faithfully translated from the 
Original Hebrew copy, now in possession of 
Lady Cuba’s Family at Mesopotamia. This 
letter was written by Jesus Curist, and found 
under a great stone, both round and large at 
the foot of the Cross, eighteen miles from Icon- 
tum, near a villaze called Mesopotamia; upon 
that stone was \-itten and engraven, ‘Blessed 
as he that shall iwn me over.”—All the people 
that saw it, prayed to. God earnestly, and de- 
sired he would make known to them the mean- 
ing of this writing; so that they might not at- 
tempt in vain to ¢urn it over; in tne mean time 
there came a little child, about six or seven 
years old, and turned it over, without, help, to 
the admiration of all the people that stood by, 
and under this Stone was found a Letter, writ- 
ten by Jesus Christ, which was carried to the 
City of Iconiun, and there published by a per- 
son belonging to the Lady Cuba; and on the 
Letter was written the Commandment of Jesus 
Christ; signed by the Angel Gabvyiel, nipety- 
eight years after our Saviour’s birth, Tro 


Saviour, and our Saviour’s 


answer; together 
with, his miracles, 


A Lelter of Jesus Christ. 


Whosoever worketh on the Sabbath Day, 
shall be Cursed; I command you to go to 
Church, and keep the Lord’s Day Holy, with- 
out doing any manner of Work. You shall 
not idly mispend your time in bedecking your- 
selves with superfluities of costly apparel, and 


vain dresses,—for I haye ordained it a day of 


rest: I will have that day kept holy, that your 
sins may be forgiven you—you shall not break 
my Commandments, but observe and keep 
them, written with my own hand; write them 
in your hearts, and steadfastly observe, this 
was written with my own hand, spoken by my 
own mouth, You shall not only go to church 
yourselves, but also your man-servants and 
your maid servants, and observe my words and 
learn my commandments; you shall finish your 
labor every Saturday in the afternoon, by six 
of the clock, at which hour the preparation for 
the Sabbath begins—I advise you to fast five 
Fridays in every year, beginning with Good 
Friday, and to continue the four Fridays im- 
mediately following, in remembrance of the five 
bloody wounds I received for all mankind.— 
You shall diligently and peaceably labor in 
your respective yocations wherein it has pleas- 
ed God to call you. You shall love one another 
with brotherly love, and cause them that are 
not baptised to come to Church and hear the 
Holy Sacraments, viz. Baptism and-the Lord’s 
Supper, and be made members thereof; in so 
doing I will give you long life and many bles- 
sings and your land shall replenish and bring 
forth abundance. I will give you many Dles- 
sings and comfort you in the greatest tempta- 
tions; and surely he that doth to the contrary, 
shall be cursed and unprofitable. I will also 
send hardness of heart upon them, till 1 have 
destroyed them; but especially upon hardened 
and impenitent unbelievers; he that hath given 
to the poor, he shall not be unprofitable. 


that hath a copy of this letter, which was writ- 
ten with my own hand, and spoken with my 
own mouth, and keep it, without publishing it 
to others, shall not prosper, but he that pub- 


Aisheth it to others, shall be blessed of me, and 


though his sins be in number as the stars in the 
sky, and he believes in this, shall be pardoned, 
and if he believes not this writing and my com- 
mandments, [ will send my plagues upon him, 
and consume both him and his children and 
his cattle; and whosoever shall have a copy of 
this letter, which was written with. my own 
hand, and keep tt in their houses, nothing shall 
hurt them, neither pestilence, lightning nor 
thunder, shall do them any hurt; and if a wo- 
man be with child and in labor, and a copy of 
this letter be about her, and she firmly put her 
trust in me, she shall safely be delivered. of 
her birth. You shall have no news of me, but 
by the Holy Spirit, ’till the day of Judgment. 

All goodness and prosperity shall be in the 
house where a copy of this letter shall be 
found, 


Christ’s Cures and Miracles. 


He cleansed a leper, by only touching him; 
he cured ‘the centurion’s servant that was 
affiicted with the palsey; Peter’s mother in 
law of a fever ;—severa}] possessed with 
devils. A violent tempest stiled by him; 


which is added, King Agbarus’ Leiter te our!a man sick with the palsy; raised a maid from 


the bed; he cured two blind men; a 
possessed with a devil; he fed above five thous- - 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. oe 


and with five loves and two fishes; he walked 


on the seas; all the diseases in the land’of Gen- | 


nesaret he healed by the touch of his garment; 
he cured a woman vexed with a devil, and 
multitudes that were lame, blind, dumb, maim- 
ed, &c. He fed above four thousand with 
seven loaves and a few little fishes, &c. 


K ing Agbarus’ Letter to our Saviour. 


I have heard of thee, and of the cures 
wrought by thee without herb or medicine, for, 
as itis reported, thou restorest sight to the 
blind, makest. the lame to walk, cleansest the 
leprous, raisest the dead and healest those that 
are tormented with diseases of a long contin- 
uance. 


Having heard all this of thee, I was fully per- 
suaded to believe one of these two things, eith- 
er that thou art the very God, and camest 
down from the Heaven to do such miracles: or 
else, thou-art the Son of God, and performest 
them, wherefore I have sent these lines, in- 
treating thee to come hither, and cure my 
disease; besides, having heard that the Jews 
murmur against, and contrive to do thee mis- 
chief, I invite thee to my city, which is a little 
one indeed, but beautiful and sufficient to,en- 
tertain us both. 


His Answer. 


Blessed art thou, Igbarus, for believing in me 
whom thou hast not seen, for it is written of me, 
that they which have not seen me should be- 
lieve on me that they who have not seen me 
may believe and be saved; but concerning the 
matter thou hast written about, these are to 
acquaint thee, that all things for which I am 
sent hither must be fulfilled, and then I shall 
be taken up, and return to him that sent me; 
but after the ascension I will send thee one of 


Re-| my disciples who shall thy dist 
member to keep holy the Sabbath day, for the |5.4 Reha Tea ea as Cale 


Seventh day I bave taken to myself, and he | hee 


give life to thee, and to them that are with 


OBITUARY 

It is with no common degree of regret, that 
we record the death of Dr. Asa Bucknam, of 
this city, who died on the 23d ult. aged 48 
years. Whena man of a sound and liberal 
mind, of amiable manners, in the vigor of life, 
and in the midst of extensive usefulness, goes 
down to the grave, how hard ts it to bow witk 


becoming submission to the affiictive dispensa- - 


tion!—Dr. B. was a graduate of Dartmouth 
College, and the close and continued friend- 
ship of the worthy and distinguished of his Col- 
lege contemporaries, bore witness to the excel- 
lence of the mind and moral character which 
he exhibited in his academic course. He first 
settled as a Physician in the neighboring town 
of Weston, where he established an. extensive 
practice, and was beloved and esteemed by ani 
equally extensive circle of friends. Greatly to 
their regret, he removed to the metropolis, 
where his reputation, his usefulness, and his 
friends bave progressively increased up to the 
moment of his sudden dissolution. He had 
been troubled, for some days, with an indisposi- 
tion which appeared too slight to excite serious 
apprehensions. 

On Thursday morning, Nov, 22, he was able 
to visit his patients, and, on the Friday evening 
following, he was no more!—Pal. 
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